The Earl of Erroll presided at the thirty-seventh annual meeting of the East London Hospital for Children and Dispensary for Women, Shadwell, on the 26th ultimo. In opening the proceedings he expressed regret that the hospital was not as well known as many. They were greatly handicapped, he said, by their situation. Few people in the West End even knew of their existence, or indeed where Shadwell was. It was not right that such an institution should have to come cap in hand to the public for funds to carry on their work, and he could not understand how that public, which benefited by the experience gained in hospitals, could reconcile it with their consciences not to support them better than they did. He should also like to call special attention to the Convalescent Home at Bognor, since many of the cures effected would be incomplete and of little value unless they were able to send the patient to the seaside.
Colonel Charles Needham, Chairman of the Board of Management, proposed the adoption of the report and accounts. Going briefly through the report, he pointed out that the number of in-patients for the year showed a decrease of 69?-1,587 against 1,656?and the daily average of patients was less by 2.29. The cost of maintenance per patient per week had increased from ?1 2s. 2d. to ?1 5s. The reason for the decrease in numbers was that, owing to outbreaks in the wards, they had had to be closed for disinfection, and also to the longer period taken for the annual cleaning, which was being done more thoroughly than in former years. The increased cost was also due to the opening of 12 extra beds in the new whooping-cough block.
The number of out-patients had decreased from 31,312 to 29,855, and 
